Forensic pathology--the hidden specialty: A survey of forensic pathology training available to medical students and residents.
It is no wonder that some people refer to forensic pathology as the "hidden specialty." This paper shows evidence that the only exposure given to most medical students is a brief, all-too-explicit demonstration ("horror show") of interesting cases that can only attract the bizarre of mind into the field. It is further pointed out that even residents in pathology receive scanty, if any, formal training in most medical school residency programs, in spite of the fact that two thirds of the medical schools responding have one or more forensic pathologists on their faculty. The obvious answer is a change in the curriculum if this increasingly important subspecialty is to be saved.